Royal
Geographical
Society

The Globe

with IBG

The Royal Geographical Society – Hong Kong

Advancing geography
and geographical learning

Annual Review 2019
2019 in Review
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sponsored by:

76
TALKS

13
FIELD TRIPS
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EVENTS

11
SPECIAL EVENTS

RGS Talk Venue Sponsors:
15
SPONSORS' EVENTS

42
SCHOOL EVENTS

The Royal Geographical Society – Hong Kong hosted a total of 157 events. This
included an array of talks by distinguished guests, from academics to adventurers,
photographers to authors. Notably, members enjoyed Dr Jane Goodall’s presentation
at a Gala Evening and William Dalrymple as Guest of Honour at the Annual Dinner.
In addition to talks, members were able to take part in a range of special events. This
included a diverse range of activities such as exploring galleries, identifying wildlife
on a walk and an urban dance hike.
RGS-HK also offered a successful series of field trips, including the opportunity to
explore unique parts of Hong Kong such as the airport or outlying islands, or even
places of geographical interest across the border.
The Schools Outreach Programme continued to be successful, providing students from
both local and international schools with the opportunity to learn from speakers within
the Society’s main programme and hopefully pique an early interest in geography.

RGS Annual Dinner Sponsors:

Title Sponsor

7
SCHOLARSHIPS
AWARDED

2,500
MEMBERS

Gold Table Sponsor
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EVENTS IN 2019
12 April 2018

21 April 2018

Paul French
City of Devils: Shanghai in the 1930s

Guided Tour to Mai Po

In this talk, Chinese historian and author Paul
French gave an exciting account of Shanghai in
the 1930s, during its era of entrepreneurship,
glitter and lawlessness. He detailed how Shanghai
operated as a haven for outlaws from all over the
world, a place where pasts could be forgotten,

Members were invited on a guided tour of the

names invented and fortunes made – and lost.

Mai Po Marshes, the wetland nature reserve in the
North-West New Territories, to catch a glimpse

17 April 2018

Adrian Bottomley and Kyle Obermann
Exploring China’s Wild West
China-based adventurers Adrian Bottomley and
Kyle Obermann spoke about their past expeditions

of its fascinating and biodiverse scenery. Every
year, the marshes support hundreds of thousands
of wetland birds during their spring and autumn
migrations. Standing on floating bird hides,
members witnessed a part of the birds’ scenic
journey.

to the Hengduan mountains of Western China
and discussed the future of pioneering exploration

23 April 2018

in China. Presenting a selection of stunning

Mark Pollock
The First Blind Person to Race to the
South Pole

photographs, they argued that with Google Earth
and a little imagination, pioneering expeditions
are still possible in China’s West. Messrs Bottomley
and Obermann also reflected on whether ‘first
forays’ are still enough for the new generation of
young explorers and suggested that exploration for
conservation may be the way forward.

18 April 2018

Victor Mallet
River of Life: Travelling the Length of the
Ganges
Victor Mallet, a well-known Financial Times
journalist, recounted his amazing journey along
the River Ganges from its ice cave source in the
Himalayan foothills, down to its mouth, the Ganges
Delta in Bangladesh. Mr Mallet discussed the river’s
double life as the most worshipped waterway in the
world and one of the most polluted. He stressed
the urgency of saving the river from human and
industrial pollution, as 450 million people rely on it
for food, medicine and income.
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In this talk, Mark Pollock
told the extraordinary
story of how he became
the first blind person to
race to the South Pole.
Despite going blind in 1998, Mr Pollock completed
the Amundsen Omega three South Pole Race as part
of a three-man team with Simon O’Donnell and
Inge Solheim in January 2009 over the course of
43 days. He recounted their 770-kilometre journey,
during which they trekked an average of 14 hours a
day in temperatures as low as -50°C while battling
blisters, hunger and extreme exhaustion.

EVENTS IN 2019
24 April 2018

8 May 2018

Victoria Vorreiter
Hmong Songs of Memory: The Music of
the Hmong of Laos and Thailand

Tim Boarder and Paul Niel
Film Screening: Education Explorers in
India

In this dynamic presentation, American researcher,

D i r e c t o r Ti m B o a r d e r

photographer and filmmaker Victoria Vorreiter

a n d P r o d u c e r Pa u l

discussed the traditional music, ceremonies and

Niel presented their

culture of the Hmong people of Laos and Thailand.

remarkable documentary

With photographs and recordings, Ms Vorreiter

film Education Explorers

explained how Hmong music serves as the most

in India. The film follows

enduring channel for transmitting everything the

five adventurers on their

Hmong know about their inner and outer lives, and

3,000km rickshaw quest across India to understand

how music is used to link generations.

why three million girls are out of school. The film
screening was followed by a question and answer

25 April 2018

Fieldtrip to the Silver Shadow

session in which members were invited to voice
their queries.

Members were invited on a tour of the Silver
Shadow cruise ship to explore its renowned
facilities. The Silver Shadow entered service in
2000, and accommodates 382 guests on cruises
around the world, while offering more space
per passenger than any other major cruise ship.
Following the tour, members were invited to dinner
with the Officers.

14 May 2018

29 April 2018

Mark O’Neill
China’s British Mandarin: Sir Robert Hart

Dr Caroline Dingle and Dr Tim Bonebrake
City Nature Challenge Urban Fieldtrip –
From Bowen Road Walking Trail to Hong
Kong Park in Admiralty

In this riveting talk,
journalist and author Mark
O’Neill recounted the
life events of Sir Robert
Hart, the highest-ranking

Members were invited to join ‘Team Hong Kong’

foreign official in Chinese

in the global three-day long City Nature Challenge,

history. Sir Robert served as Inspector-General of

where they tested out their hand at natural science

the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs in Beijing

and tried to identify as many species of plants and

from 1863 to 1910, set up the Chinese Post Office

animals between Bowen Road and Hong Kong Park

in 1896, established a system of lighthouses along

as possible. Dr Caroline Dingle from the University

the Chinese coast, and negotiated a peace treaty to

of Hong Kong’s Department of Biological Sciences

end the Sino-French War of 1884-1885. Mr O’Neill

guided members through the process, as they explored

argued that it was Sir Robert’s mastery of the

the rich biodiversity scene at the heart of the city.

Chinese language, customs and manners that gave
him great influence within Chinese society.
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EVENTS IN 2019
15 May 2018

first person to cross the Atlantic by paddleboard,

James Yau
Hydroponic Farming: The Future of
Sustainable Agriculture?

and the other for travelling the furthest distance, of

James Yau, CEO of food safety company JYCO
Holding, spoke about hydroponic farming as
the possible future of sustainable agriculture.
Hydroponics is an increasingly popular method of
growing plants without soil, instead using mineral
solutions in a water solvent. Mr Yau argued that
through this method, the agricultural industry can
cut down on the vast amounts of fertiliser and
water used to grow crops and can utilise lands that
would be too urbanised, polluted or dry for regular
methods of farming.

116km, solo, unsupported and unassisted on open
ocean in the span of one day.

19 May 2018

The Royal Wedding Hong Kong
Celebration
Members were
invited to join the
RGS’s celebration of
the Royal Wedding
of HRH Prince
Harry to Ms Meghan
Markle, in conjunction with the British Chamber
of Commerce in Hong Kong and the Oxford and

16 May 2018

Cambridge Society of Hong Kong. Members

Nancy Pellegrini
The Shakespeare Effect: How the Bard
Helped to Shape Modern China

enjoyed a full showing of the wedding on big

In this fascinating talk, stage editor and writer
Nancy Pellegrini discussed the role of Shakespeare
in Chinese theatre. She argued that China has
tried to create its own Shakespearean identity by
viewing his plays through a Marxist prism and
adapting them to the traditional Chinese opera
format. Ms Pellegrini also speculated on the future
of the Bard in China.

screens, followed by a canape buffet supper.

29 May 2018

Geoffrey Ko, Tsui Yuet-ching and
Catherine Man
The Hong Kong Independent Battalion:
The Story of the Secret Resistance Fighters
of Hong Kong During the Japanese
Occupation of 1941-45
In this interesting

18 May 2018

Chris Bertish
Limitless – By Paddle Board Across the
Atlantic

The Globe • 2019

Tsui Yuet-ching and
Catherine Man told
stories of the brave
Hong Kongers who
joined the Hong

South African waterman, speaker, adventurer,

Kong Independent

best-selling author and filmmaker Chris Bertish

Battalion during the Japanese Occupation of

described how he became the first person

1941-45. The Hong Kong Independent Battalion

to complete a journey across the Atlantic

sought to protect villagers, rescue famous Chinese

Ocean, alone and unsupported, on a stand-up

intellectuals, smuggle escaped Allied soldiers and

paddleboard. Mr Bertish voyaged 7,500km over

downed airmen out of the territory, and sabotage

93 days from Morocco to Antigua and set two

Japanese military installations in Hong Kong.

world records in the process – one for being the
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talk, Geoffrey Ko,

EVENTS IN 2019
30 May 2018

a b o u t t h e t r av a i l s o f

Ben Bland
Generation HK: Seeking Identity in
China’s Shadow

Kiribati. Kiribati is a

In this talk, South China correspondent for the

the equator and the

Financial Times Ben Bland spoke about rising

International Date Line. Its 120,000 inhabitants

identity tensions among the post-handover

live on numerous atolls and islets, facing a severe

generation in Hong Kong. He argued that the

threat from rising sea levels. The film followed

post-handover generation grew up in an identity

Kiribati’s former president Anote Tong on his

vacuum, with little attachment to either British

journey through international halls of power and

colonial rule or today’s China. Instead, they see

climate conferences in the lead up to COP21, to

themselves as Hong Kongers – an identity both

urge the slowing of climate change.

Commonwealth country
i n t h e c e n t ra l Pa c i f i c
Ocean straddling both

reinforced and threatened by the rapid expansion
of Beijing’s influence in Hong Kong. Mr Bland also
discussed the challenges that this post-handover
generation faces, including limited upward mobility,
skyrocketing property prices, simmering crossborder tensions and the ever-tightening grip of the
Chinese government on every aspect of civil society.

11 June 2018

Professor Albert Zijlstra
The Evolution of the Earth
In this interesting talk, Professor
Albert Zijlstra discussed the
drastic changes the Earth has

1 June 2018

Stephen Venables
To the Top: The First Ascent of the
Kangshung Face of Mt Everest and Other
Great Peaks
Stephen Venables, one of the world’s greatest

gone through, from ice ages
to hot houses, from continents
drifting apart to continents
drifting together. He explained that these changes
have been caused by a multitude of factors:
astronomy, geological processes, accidents and
even life itself.

mountaineers, spoke about his experience as the
first person to conquer Mt Everest without the

12 June 2018

use of oxygen. Mr Venables achieved this feat by

Dr Julian Fennessey
A Tall Story! – Saving Africa’s Giraffe

pioneering a new route up the gigantic Kangshung
Face in Tibet. He was also the first person to sleep
at the summit of Mt Everest, an experience during

In this talk, one of the foremost

which he had to spend the night alone without

experts on giraffes, Dr Julian

a tent and make a subsequent three-day descent

Fennessey, spoke about the slow and

without food. Mr Venables also recounted his other

silent decline of the species. Giraffe

mountaineering achievements, including his forty

numbers have declined by 40% in the last three

years of climbing in the European Alps.

decades and the giraffe is now extinct in at least seven
African countries. However, Dr Fennessey argued

7 June 2018

Film Screening: Anote’s Ark
Members were invited to watch a film screening
of Anote’s Ark, a fascinating documentary film

that with the combined efforts of the government,
conservationists, zoos and other stakeholders,
mankind can save the giraffe before it is too late.
He stressed the need to improve conservation
management and publicise correct messages.
The Globe • 2019
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EVENTS IN 2019
Annual Geographical Quiz Dinner
1 June 2018
Members tested the calibre of their geography trivia knowledge against questions prepared by the RGS team in an
evening of food, drinks and fun. The event, as per usual, was challenging, entertaining and thought provoking, with
questions ranging from O-Level to tougher University Challenge style tie breakers.
In teams of 12, members were tested on all aspects of geography and exploration, from where the Komodo dragon is
found to the tallest peaks in Hong Kong. Members also enjoyed a delicious five-course dinner with wine at the Hong
Kong Club in Central.

6
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19 June 2018

audience, aiming to induce positive behaviour

Dr Robin Hanbury-Tenison
Finding Eden: A Journey into the Heart of
Borneo

change and increased knowledge surrounding

Explorer and President of Survival International,

years in the reproductive health field.

pivotal social issues. Mr Ryerson detailed the
importance and effectiveness of the PMC’s work
as he shared some of his experiences from his 47

Dr Robin Hanbury-Tenison, spoke about his
experience leading the RGS’s largest ever
expedition to the interior of Sarawak in Borneo
over the duration of a year. In 1978-79, Dr
Hanbury-Tenison led 140 scientists through the
interior of Sarawak to crack the ‘rainforest code’
and to ignite global concern for tropical rainforests
and tribal peoples. In 1979, he was awarded
the Queen’s Gold Medal for the expedition. Dr
Hanbury-Tenison recounted some of the most
memorable events of the expedition, including
reaching the world’s most voluminous cave system
and befriending the local Penan people with whom
he formed lasting friendships and bonds of trust
and affection. He ended the talk with a reminder of
the need to care for the planet and the people who
have lost their homes due to human activity.

20 June 2018

William Ryerson
How Discreet Messaging in TV and Radio
Can Help Achieve the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals

22 June 2018

Hanli Prinsloo
Freediving the World’s Oceans
Free diver, speaker,
writer and leading
conservationist Hanli
Prinsloo talked about
her life as a free diver
and her relationship
with marine animals. Throughout the talk, she
shared images of her dives taken by world-record
holding swimmer and underwater photographer
Peter Marshall. Ms Prinsloo also discussed the
importance of protecting world oceans and her
personal efforts in conservation.

22 June 2018

Field Trip: A Tour and Lunch at
Chungking Mansions
Members were invited
on a tour of Chungking

In this talk, Bill Ryerson discussed the work of

Mansions, one of Hong

his organisation, the Population Media Centre

Kong’s most globalised

(PMC). The PMC works to improve the health

and controversial

and welfare of people around the world through

buildings, famous for

mass media entertainment-education strategies,

providing the cheapest

with an emphasis on the rights of women and

accommodation in

girls, reproductive health and environmental

Hong Kong and for being the centre of low-budget

preservation. The PMC reaches over 500 million

trade for sub-Saharan African and South Asian

people worldwide, specialising in long-running

communities in Hong Kong. On the tour, members

serialised dramas on radio and television, which

explored Chungking Mansions’ independent low-

are often studied in US medical journals. In these

budget hotels, shops and services, and enjoyed a

dramas, characters serve as role models for the

lunch at one of its most famous restaurants.
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EVENTS IN 2019
26 June 2018

4 July 2018

William Hodson
One Man’s Five-Year Journey Biking
Around the World

Professor Simon Thurley cbe
Hong Kong’s Heritage: Help or
Hindrance?

Former primary school teacher
William Hodson spoke about his
mammoth five-year mission to
cycle across all seven continents
– including Antarctica – all while
wearing a self-designed superhero
costume. Mr Hodson started his

Professor Simon Thurley discussed current debates

journey from London in May 2015

surrounding heritage in Hong Kong, including the

and had cycled an astonishing

revitalisation of the 154-year-old Central Police

45,000 kilometres through 28 countries before

Station as the Tai Kwun Centre for Heritage and

reaching Hong Kong. Mr Hodson discussed the

Arts. Altogether, the project took eight years and

aim of his five-year journey around the globe, to

HK$3.8 billion to complete, which raised questions

inspire young minds and raise money for charity,

about what the ideal balance should be between

and highlighted some of his most memorable

preserving history and encouraging development.

experiences on the road, including making a rest

Professor Thurley argued that privately owned

stop out of a Cambodian classroom, the back of a

heritage plays a crucial role in shaping Hong

truck and a Thai police station.

Kong’s future.

28 June 2018

11 July 2018

Nils Weisensee
Beachviews Not Bombs: How North
Korea’s Entrepreneurs Are Preparing for
Change

Jonathan Wattis
A Gallery Tour and Talk: Lai Afong: The
Most Significant HK Photographer of the
19th Century

In this riveting talk, Nils Weisensee, Head of
Operations at Choson Exchange, discussed how
North Korea’s frontier entrepreneurs are attempting
to launch start-ups in one of the world’s most
challenging markets, and what the non-profit
Choson Exchange is doing to support them. Mr
Weisensee shared first-hand insights into the state
of business and start-up culture in the DPRK and
described how entrepreneurship is surviving at the
fringe of the nation’s political system.

Jonathan Wattis, a dealer of antique prints and
photographs specialising in 19th and 20th century
views of Hong Kong, Macau, Canton and the Pearl
River, led a gallery tour and talk of The Wattis Fine
Art Gallery, showcasing the works of renowned
19th century photographer Lai Afong. Lai Afong
was a Hong Kong-based photographer, regarded

8
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as the most significant Chinese photographer of

23 August 2018

the 19th century whose work embodied learned

Jess Tang, Humphrey Wilson and
Henrietta Chu
A Members’ Evening: Through the Jungle

references to the style of ancient artistic masters.
Mr Wattis discussed the cultural significance of Lai
Afong’s work and the significance of photography
during the late 19th century.

Members were invited
to listen to a talk given

12 July 2018

Andrea Oschetti
Beyond the Himalayas: Ancient Libraries,
Snow Leopards and Sacred Texts
Chef, travel writer and photographer Andrea
Oschetti spoke about his rare experience crossing
the Himalayas by foot during winter to reach the
remote region of Dolpo in Nepal, so that he could
find the snow leopard and visit an ancient Tibetan
library. Mr Oschetti described the many challenges
he faced along the way, such as earning the trust
of the locals, and the many rewards of the journey,
including the opportunity to browse through

by three members: Jess
Tang, who spoke about
her journey to Manu,
a rarely visited part of
t h e Pe r u v i a n j u n g l e ;
Humphrey Wilson, who spoke of his solo bicycle
ride along the Malay Peninsula from Singapore
to Phuket; and Henrietta Chu, who spoke about
her five-day long expedition through Son Doong
Cave, the world’s largest cave. The three speakers
shared anecdotes from their travels, ranging from
interactions with curious capybaras, to exploring
seldom-visited rural towns and villages and
walking around enormous stalagmites.

ancient Tibetan texts detailing scenes from the life
of the Buddha.

29 August 2018

19 July 2018

Mike Rowse
The Journeys of a Much Travelled Man

Adam Janikowski
On Top of the World: A Businessman’s
Journey to the Summit of Everest

In this talk, the former

In this exciting talk, investment banker and

Hong Kong Mike Rowse

marathon runner Adam Janikowski chronicled

spoke about his amazing

his thrilling journey from his London office to the

overland journey across

summit of Mt Everest. Mr Janikowski described the

the world from the UK to Hong Kong in 1971-72,

numerous hardships he experienced on the climb,

visiting 17 countries along the way. Mr Rowse also

including losing over 40 pounds, but also the many

discussed his illustrious career in Hong Kong since

wonders encountered, such as the jaw-dropping

his arrival in 1972, including its successes and

scenery of Nepal, particularly from the summit

controversies.

Commissioner of Tourism
and Director-General of
Investment Promotion in

on a clear day. Mr Janikowski also argued that
everyone – including those who sit behind a desk
all day – can get out to do something extraordinary
and test their limits.

The Globe • 2019
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EVENTS IN 2019
30 August 2018

Beijing to Tehran. The pair detailed the trials and

Dame Fiona Reynolds
Heritage Under Threat – A Global
Challenge

tribulations of the journey as well as its joys and

Dame Fiona Reynolds spoke about the threats

swimming in the mountains between Tajikistan and

against heritage in a climate where development is

Afghanistan.

unexpected surprises, from mornings spent building
yurts in Mongolia, to long days cycling through
sandstorms in the Gobi Desert and evenings

disregarding things that do not have tangible value.
She drew on examples from all over the world to
explain why heritage matters, but rarely features
in public debate and policy. Dame Fiona argued
that beauty is needed to moderate the increasingly
commercial, economistic narrative that prevails today.

5 September 2018

Anthony Lau
The Journeys of a Hong Kong
Photographer: Taking the Perfect Photo
from Inner Mongolia to Kenya

3 September 2018

The 2016 National

Campbell McLean, Terry O’Toole and
Jill Rigg
Film Screening: In the Footsteps of George
Chinnery: An English Artist in Macau

G e o g r a p h i c Tr a v e l

Campbell McLean, Terry O’Toole and Jill Rigg

around the world to

presented a film screening of their documentary

capture the perfect photograph. Mr Lau shared

about the life and works of George Chinnery.

some of his most memorable experiences on

George Chinnery was the first and most notable

the job, including photographing polar bears in

of all the 19th century European artists to live in

Manitoba, Canada at -37°C and watching a steam

Southern China prior to the arrival of photography.

train thunder across frozen Mongolian grasslands.

The film follows Dr Patrick Conner, a world-

Mr Lau also gave insight into how he captures his

renowned expert on ‘China Trade’ paintings, as he

images, sharing some of the techniques he uses to

retraces Chinnery’s footsteps in order to understand

create compelling visual stories.

Photographer of the Year,
Anthony Lau, joined
the RGS to recount his
a dv e n t u r e s t r av e l l i n g

the great artist’s lifestyle. Dr Conner highlights the
particular significance of the artist’s work on the
study of Chinese culture as well as the impact of
the turbulent years of the first Opium War.

John Stephenson
Film Screening: Dereck and Beverley
Joubert’s The Soul of the Elephant

4 September 2018

In conjunction with

William Hsu and Charles Stevens
Cycling the Silk Road: 10,000km from
Beijing to Tehran

the Elephant Protection

In this talk, Hong Kong-born William Hsu and

Stephenson, to present the

Charles Stevens recounted their 114 day long

documentary film The Soul

10,000km cycle following the Silk Road from

of the Elephant. The film follows the award-winning

the European traders in Macau and China during

10
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7 September 2018

Initiative and UBS, the RGS
was pleased to welcome
the CEO of Stop Ivory, John

EVENTS IN 2019
filmmakers and wildlife conservationists Dereck

18 September 2018

and Beverly Joubert as they journey through the

Robert Swan obe
Father and Son Team to the South Pole:
Revolutionising Polar Expeditions Using
Clean Energy

Selinda Reserve in Botswana to explore the bonds
that elephants make and enjoy throughout their life.

12 September 2018

Benedict Allen
Lost in Papua New Guinea: Life on the
Edge
Famous explorer, adventurer and television
presenter Benedict Allen shared stories from his
recent expedition to the remotest forests of Papua
New Guinea to locate the remote jungle peoples
whom he befriended 35 years ago. With his usual
zest and humour, Mr Allen recounted how during
the expedition he lost contact with the outside

In this talk, famous
polar explorer Robert
Swan spoke about his
groundbreaking fatherson polar expedition to
the South Pole powered
entirely by renewable
energy. Mr Swan argued that the success of the
900-mile long expedition demonstrated that living
solely on renewable energy is not only possible but
also more achievable than previously thought.

world, became gravely ill, missed his original talk
with the RGS in Hong Kong and was then rescued
by a tabloid newspaper.

13 September 2018

Mark O’Neill
Israel and China: from the Tang Dynasty
to Silicon Wadi

19 September 2018

Amardeep Singh
A Land Beyond the Border: Rediscovering
Sikh Heritage in Pakistan

Journalist and author Mark O’Neill spoke about
the impressive history of Jewish people in China
from the Tang dynasty to Silicon Wadi. With 50
historical photographs, Mr O’Neill shed light on
the diaspora’s migrations into China, from Jewish
businessmen and professionals in the Tang dynasty,
to 30,000 Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi-occupied
Europe during the Second World War. Mr O’Neill
also discussed diplomatic relations between China
and Israel, and the profound influence that Jewish
people have had in China, namely Karl Marx,
Henry Kissinger, Albert Einstein and Sigmund
Freud.

Author Amardeep Singh discussed the rich history
of Sikh culture in Pakistan, drawing on his own
journeys and heritage. Following the end of British
rule in India in 1947, Sikh communities were
caught up in the conflict between the newly formed
states of Pakistan and India. Many were forced to
abandon their homes, leaving behind gurdwaras
(places of worship), historic forts, havelis (private
mansions) and monuments. Mr Singh recounted
the sense of nostalgia that surrounded his visits
to lost or repurposed Sikh heritage sites, but also
explained how the spirit of Sikh communities
endures in Pakistan.

The Globe • 2019

11

EVENTS IN 2019
27 September 2018

9 October 2018

David Christian
Big History: An Origin Story for the 21st
Century

Dr Austin Gallagher
Close Encounters with Sharks: Using
Technology to Avoid Extinction

In this talk, distinguished Professor David Christian

Marine biologist and

discussed the history of the universe from the Big

shark conservationist

Bang to the 21st century, giving an origin story for

Dr Austin Gallagher

where we are today. Professor Christian argued

spoke about the

that a holistic approach to history – Big History –

global decline of shark

is essential to building a better world and facing

populations and the

upcoming global challenges. He explained that the

role of modern technology in conservation efforts.

study of national history does not suffice in a world

Over 100 million sharks are killed annually for

where dangers do not respect geopolitical borders

their fins and meat, with many species in severe

and argued that a study of Big History will arm

decline today. However, Dr Gallagher argued

future generations with the knowledge necessary

that with modern technology such as cutting-

to face whatever the future may hold. Professor

edge tracking devices and satellite data, marine

Christian also discussed how he developed his

biologists can accurately study the daily lives and

initiative into the Big History Project with the help

social networks of sharks, thereby contributing

of Bill Gates, which now offers concise information

valuable insights towards conservation efforts.

on 13.8 billion years of history online for free.

11 October 2018
28 September 2018

Hon Alexandra Shackleton
The Endurance Exhibition: The Antarctic
Legacy of Sir Ernest Shackleton

Diego Lopez
Exploring the World, One Ocean at a
Time

Hon Alexandra Shackleton, granddaughter of
renowned polar explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton,
opened the Endurance Exhibition: The Antarctic
Legacy of Sir Ernest Shackleton with a tour of the
exhibition and a talk. She guided groups through
the exhibition and introduced guests to her
grandfather’s fascinating legacy and paid homage
to his unbreakable spirit. The Hon Alexandra

In this talk, entrepreneur and adventure-seeker

Shackleton’s work of maintaining her grandfather’s

Diego Lopez spoke about his now completed

legacy has taken her all over the world: she has

pursuit of a fascinating world record: swimming in

accompanied the Endurance Exhibition from the

all seven continents in one year. Mr Lopez’s world

United Kingdom to Germany and America, and

record attempt began in March 2018 with a 25km

now for the first time to Asia.

swim in Perth, Australia, and was completed in
November with a 1km swim through the 0°C waters
of Antarctica without a wetsuit or external help.
Now known as the ‘Global Swimmer,’ Mr Lopez
also discussed how he uses his platform to raise
awareness about plastic pollution in the ocean.

12
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Endurance Exhibition
28 September – 21 December 2018
RGS-HK was proud to present the Asia-premiere of the Endurance Exhibition: The Antarctic Legacy of Sir Ernest
Shackleton, which opened on 28 September.
Just over 100 years after the epic expedition, the Society invited members and their guests to follow in the footsteps
of Sir Ernest and his crew on their remarkable journey to safety.
The Endurance Exhibition showcased a remarkable collection of original photographic class and celluloid negatives
taken by Frank Hurley, the official photographer who joined the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition undertaken by
the renowned polar explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton and his crew in 1914-17. They had planned to cross Antarctica
via the South Pole but, in January 1915, their ship the Endurance became trapped in the pack ice. It sank ten
months later, after Sir Ernest and his crew had already abandoned it and set up camp on the floating ice. The crew
was then forced to make their way back to safety in small boats and was rescued from Elephant Island in August
1916. It was due to Sir Ernest’s remarkable leadership that all of the crew survived the nearly two years they were
stranded on the ice.
Frank Hurley’s photographs remain one of the greatest ever photographic records of human survival. Selected
artefacts from the expedition, such as clothing and navigational equipment, accompanied the exhibits outlining
the thrilling journey of Shackleton and his crew, drawing on a narrative comprised of their personal logs and
diaries. The Endurance Exhibition brought an incredible story of human survival and the drive to explore unreached
territories to life.
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Gala Evening
12 November 2018

Dr Jane Goodall dbe
The Society was thrilled to welcome Dr Jane Goodall DBE as the Guest of Honour for the Society’s Annual Gala
Evening to present: Where Wall Street Meets Wildlife. Dr Goodall is a renowned primatologist, anthropologist and the
world’s foremost expert on chimpanzees. Her travels to Africa to pursue a pioneering field study of wild chimpanzees
at Gombe in 1960, with no formal academic qualifications, led to her celebrated career both as a pioneering scientist
and as an avid conservationist. In 1977, Dr Goodall founded the Dr Jane Goodall Institute for Wildlife Research,
Education and Conservation. She has received numerous awards for her work, appears regularly on television and
radio, has written several books and writes for numerous publications.
Dr Goodall opened the event with a keynote speech on conservation and how it interacts with the financial
sector. She explained how today her work revolves around mobilising action on behalf of all animals, people
and the environment. She then showed a fascinating film made by her. An interactive panel discussion was held
after the keynote with leading experts from the conservation and sustainable finance sector. They explored the
interdependent nature of ecosystems with a special focus on people and wildlife and the power of innovative marketbased conservation financing solutions in helping preserve important ecosystems, with examples such as Tropical
Landscapes Finance Facility and others.

14
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Annual Dinner
13 November 2018

William Dalrymple
The Society’s 23rd Annual Dinner took place
with Guest of Honour William Dalrymple. Mr
Dalrymple is a best-selling author, investigative
journalist and historian, whose work has earned
him a large number of prizes. The most recent
of his 11 books, Koh-i-Noor: The History of the
World’s Most Infamous Diamond, was released in
2017.
Several hundred guests were able to enjoy a complimentary drinks
reception and a four-course banquet dinner at the Hong Kong Football
Club. Members and guests were also able to peruse an accompanying
geographical exhibition.
During dinner, Mr Dalrymple spoke about the vivid tales of the Koh-iNoor, an intriguing story of greed, violence and betrayal. It is one of the
largest cut diamonds in the world and its name is Persian for ‘mountain
of light’. Mr Dalrymple examined the true history of the diamond in his
talk, including all the myths and beliefs that surround it, following the
Koh-i-Noor through its fascinating, but also violent and bloody history.
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14 October 2018

23 October 2018

Field Trip to the Silver Shadow
Shadow cruise ship during her stay in Hong

Neil Laughton
Retracing the Steps of Shackleton:
The Shackleton Memorial Expedition

Kong to explore her renowned facilities. The

Noted expeditioner

Members were invited on a tour of the Silver

Silver Shadow entered service in 2000 and
accommodates 382 guests on cruises around the
world, offering more space per passenger than any
other major cruise ship. During the tour, members
were able to explore the ship’s casino, library, spa,
outdoor golfing range and more. Following the
tour, members were invited to a drink reception
and lunch with the ship’s officers.

and mountaineer Neil
Laughton spoke about his
quest to retrace the steps
of famous polar explorer
Sir Ernest Shackleton on
the Shackleton Memorial
Expedition. Mr Laughton described the bad
weather and perilous climbing conditions he and
his five-man climbing team encountered, making

20 October 2018

Dr Jason Ali
Boat Field Trip to Tolo Channel and
Double Haven North East New Territories
Including the Famous Natural Arch of Ap
Chau
Dr Jason Ali led members on a boating excursion
to the beautiful and remote north-eastern islands
of Hong Kong. On the boat trip, members looked
out onto Jurassic sedimentary and volcanic rocks
formed over 360 million years ago – the oldest in
Hong Kong – and got to walk through Hong Kong’s
giant and spectacular natural arch.

comparisons to the climate conditions that Sir Ernest
and his men experienced in 1916. Mr Laughton also
reflected on the legacy of expedition and leadership
that Sir Ernest left behind, and how it had impacted
and motivated him. Mr Laughton’s talk was followed
by a screening of the documentary Survival: The
Shackleton Story and a question and answer session.

24 October 2018

Ann Treherne
Edinburgh: Through the Eyes of Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle
In this talk, Ann Treherne
discussed the famous man

23 October 2018

The Globe • 2019

Conan Doyle and his time

David Fox-Pitt
Nurturing the Spirit of Adventure: From
Multiple Marathons to Volcano Climbing

in the city of Edinburgh,

Motivational speaker, adventurer and author David

remembers its most famous son: while Sir Arthur

Fox-Pitt spoke about the ‘golden’ principles to which

is most famed for authoring the Sherlock Holmes

he attributes his adventures and achievements. He

novels, he was also a physician, ran for a seat

shared anecdotes from his various experiences,

in parliament, and had a longstanding interest

such as being stranded in a blizzard on a volcano

in psychic investigation and spiritualism. Mrs

in New Zealand, to running the Ultra-Trail du Mont

Treherne explored these lesser known sides of Sir

Blanc, and explained how skills like perseverance

Arthur, illuminating his deep-running connections

– one of his ‘golden’ principles – were essential to

to the city of Edinburgh.

overcoming his challenges.

16

of literature Sir Arthur

his hometown. Mrs
Treherne reflected on how Sir Arthur experienced
Edinburgh in his time, versus how the city now

EVENTS IN 2019
25 October 2018

6 November 2018

Dr Francoise Pommaret
Bhutan: Where Monarchy Has Brought
Development and Democracy

Ryan Pyle
Filming Extreme Trekking in the
Mountains of the World

Anthropologist Dr Francoise Pommaret spoke about

Adventurer and television-broadcaster

the small Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan, and

Ryan Pyle shared experiences from the

how the introduction of constitutional monarchy

many months he had spent exploring

in 1907 brought development and democracy

and filming in some of the most extreme

to the country. Dr Pommaret argued that, from a

trekking locations in the world. With

historical perspective, the monarchy has been a

a film crew, Mr Pyle has completed

main factor for positive change and development

extreme treks through Tanzania, Peru,

in Bhutan, having placed great emphasis on

Nepal, Oman, Laos, Papua New Guinea and more,

modernisation and innovation, so much so that

having also explored the Seven Summits (the highest

they can be called ‘royal traditions’. Dr Pommaret

mountains on each continent). In the talk, Mr Pyle

additionally discussed the significance of the

gave fascinating insight into the behind-the-scenes

shift to constitutional monarchy and democracy

of shooting a high-profile television series, his

in Bhutan, arguing that it has challenged the

show Extreme Treks, while trekking in some of the

established idea that Asian monarchies are

world’s most extreme environments. He argued that

conservative institutions, and has demonstrated

trekking is one of the best ways to connect with and

how monarchy and democracy can work together.

understand nature, while stressing the importance
of unplugging from daily life and embarking on

31 October 2018

Dr Philip Stander and Emsie Verwey
Film Screening: Vanishing Kings II –
Desert Lion Legacy
Dr Philip Stander, desert lion conservationist, and
Emsie Verwey, Director and Producer, presented

adventures.

7 November 2018

Mark Evans
Crossing the Empty Quarter of Arabia by
Camel

the film screening of Vanishing Kings II – Desert

In this talk, expeditioner

Lion Legacy. The film told the story of five lion

and entrepreneur Mark

cubs born to three lionesses in the Namib desert,

Evans told the story of his

exposing the challenges they face, from finding

2015 re-enactment of the

sufficient prey to avoiding the dangers of rural

first ever crossing of the

villages. Dr Stander introduced the documentary

largest sand desert on earth,

and spoke about his own involvement in filming

the Rub Al Khali, or the Empty Quarter. The original

the animals, which live on a nocturnal rhythm.

crossing was undertaken by British explorer Bertram

He also spoke about his 15 years of experience in

Thomas in the 1930s, a time when the Western World

studying desert lions, and the time he had to spend

was fascinated with Arabia – the last unexplored land

alone in the Namib desert to do so. Ms Verwey

outside Antarctica at the time. Mr Evans reflected

then spoke about her research for the Desert Lion

on the significance of the original journey and his

Project, as well as her research on hyenas for the

motivations to re-enact it. He also reflected on his own

Brown Hyena Project.

journey and recounted the extraordinary experiences
as he journeyed for 49 days through the desert,
travelling 1,300km by foot and camel.
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8 November 2018

21 November 2018

Ryan Killackey
Film Screening: Yasuni Man – Conflict in
the Ecuadorian Amazon

Pierre Dorbes
ICRC Humanitarian Operations in Iraq
and Iran

Wildlife biologist, photographer and filmmaker

Pierre Dorbes, Head

Ryan Killackey introduced his feature film Yasuni

of the International

Man, which tells the enthralling story of the raging

Committee of the Red

conflict between the native Waorani people and

Cross (ICRC) for East

oil industry operatives in the Ecuadorian Amazon.

Asia and former ICRC

The film follows Mr Killackey and his native friend

Deputy Regional Director

Otobo as they embark on an expedition into the

for the Near and Middle

most biodiverse rainforest on Earth, the Amazon,

East, shared his experiences of supervising ICRC’s

to meet the Waorani people and raise awareness

operations in Iraq and Iran. In particular, Mr Dorbes

for their plight. The film shed light on the threat of

reflected on the severe humanitarian consequences

rainforest destruction and human rights violations

of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war and argued that

in the battle over the oil that lies beneath the

despite the end of the war, violence remains the

Waorani’s territory.

norm as ethnic and sectarian tensions persist.

14 November 2018

Daniel Ole Sambu and James Mwenda
A Walk on the Wild Side – with Maasai
Rhinos and Elephants

23 November 2018

Professor Alex Nicholls
Global Trends in Impact Investing
World-renowned Oxford
P r o f e s s o r A l e x N i ch o l l s

Maasai warrior and conservationist Daniel Ole

led a discussion about

Sambu and rhino-keeper James Mwenda delivered

the emergence of impact

a talk on their efforts to protect Kenya’s two

investing and the role

keystone species, the elephant and the rhino.

of finance in addressing

Maasai Sambu discussed the importance of

key societal challenges. The last 10 years have

elephant conservation and his fight to stop illegal

seen significant growth in impact investment

wildlife poaching. He also spoke of his visits to

globally and today, from a zero baseline, impact

Hong Kong, a key transit market for ivory, and the

investing funds have more than US$28 billion

successful ban on Hong Kong’s ivory trade that

under management. Increasingly, however,

will come into full effect in 2021. Mr Mwenda

asset owners and managers are moving beyond

then discussed his work at the Endangered Species

simply mitigating against negative impact, to

Enclosure at Ol Pejeta, Kenya. He recounted his

actively seeking to create positive social and

experience as a caregiver of Sudan, the last male

environmental impact through their investment

northern white rhino, drawing attention to the

strategies. It is estimated by the United Nations

conservation challenges that face rhinos like Sudan

that their Sustainable Development Goals need an

today.

additional US$5-7 trillion to come to fruition, and
impact investing could play an important role if the
enabling infrastructure, particularly in key financial
centres, can be established.
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28 November 2018

5 December 2018

Mike Horn
Exploring the Limits – The Pole2Pole
Expedition Circumnavigating the Globe

John Scanlon
Wildlife Trade in 2018: is CITES Still Up
to the Task?

World-famous explorer and adventurer Mike Horn

John Scanlon, former

spoke about his latest expedition Pole2Pole, a two-

Secretary-General of

year first ever circumnavigation of the globe via the

CITES, a multilateral

South and North Pole. Mr Horn commenced his

treaty to protect

expedition in May 2016 from Monaco, travelling

endangered plants

by land and on his sailing boat Pangea to Africa,

and animals, reflected

Antarctica, Oceania, Asia, the Arctic and back to

on the work done by CITES to protect wildlife and

Europe. As he detailed his 57 day long 5,100km

his 8 years of experience working with them. He

expedition, he recalled the inventive methods

acknowledged that CITES has been challenged

by which he met the demands of the journey,

on many fronts, including its approach to animal

including using kites and skis. Mr Horn also spoke

welfare issues and speculated whether CITES is

about his motivation to complete the Pole2Pole

adequately equipped to deal with future challenges.

expedition: to encourage and inspire people to

He then introduced African Parks, a conservation

step out of their comfort zone, as well as to raise

non-profit organisation which has pioneered a new

awareness for conservation.

public-private partnership that he argued offers a
new hope for saving African wildlife at its origin.

3 December 2018

Dr Judson ‘Jut’ Wynne
Cave Detection from Space and the Future
Exploration of Mars

10 December 2018

Wynne spoke about his work with NASA using

Charlie Walker
Christmas Party and the Talk: Following
the Line – Triathloning Along the Border
Between Asia and Europe

remote sensing technologies for the detection

British adventurer,

of desert caves, principally in California. He

writer and speaker

explained that remote sensing technologies are

Charlie Walker told

also applicable for detecting cave features on other

of his 8,000km

planets such as Mars and can thereby aid in our

triathlon along the

exploration of the ‘Red Planet’. Mr Wynne then

perceived border between Europe and Asia. The

spoke about Subterranean Mars and the search

triathlon was made up of three legs: ski touring

for life beyond Planet Earth and reviewed some

through the Ural Mountains, paddling along the

of the logistical challenges facing both robotic

Ural River to the Caspian Sea and cycling the

exploration and human visitation and colonisation

Caucasus Range, skirting the Black Sea coast. As he

of Mars.

recounted his journey, Mr Walker reflected on the

Cave research scientist and explorer Dr Judson ‘Jut’

fascinating cultural, geographical and environmental
differences between the ‘East’ and ‘West’ and spoke
about the relevance of the border in the modern
world. He also discussed the challenges of the trip,
including danger from wildlife, remoteness and
extremes of hot and cold temperatures.
The Globe • 2019

19

EVENTS IN 2019
11 December 2018

Rupert McCowan and Jacqueline Furniss. Following

William Lindesay obe
Film Screening: The Great Wall:
The Greatest Views

the tours, members watched a documentary

William Lindesay, an expert on the Great Wall of

session with Julian Stargardt and accompanied by a

China, introduced the film The Great Wall: The

festive drinks reception with mince pies.

screening of Survival: The Shackleton Story, which
gave fascinating insight into the expedition itself.
The tour and screening were followed by a Q&A

Greatest Views, produced by his sons James and
Thomas Lindesay. Captured through drone footage,
Mr Lindesay spoke about how the film project
fulfilled his dream of seeing the Wall from above
and provided a completely new way to appreciate
the Great Wall’s many different shapes, forms, ages,
conditions and landscapes.

15 January 2019

Professor Gordon Mathews
Chungking Mansions: A Ghetto at the
Centre of the World
In this famous talk, Professor
Gordon Mathews discussed

12 December 2018

what may be the most globalised

John Kretschmer
Sailing to the Edge of Time – A Lifetime
at Sea

building in Hong Kong. Referred

Sailor and bestselling author John Kretschmer

a dilapidated 17-storey building

spoke about his lifetime of fascinating ocean

comprised of many independent

voyages that have amounted to 300,000 miles at

low-budget shops, hotels and other

sea and 26 transatlantic crossings – equivalent to

services. It is inhabited by residents of over 130

10 trips around the world or sailing to the moon

nationalities and is the centre of trade for many

and a 1/3 of the way back. He told stories from

sub-Saharan African and South Asian tradesmen in

his many adventures at sea, including his record-

Hong Kong. With enthralling anecdotes, Professor

breaking voyage from New York to San Francisco

Mathews highlighted Chungking Mansion’s role

via Cape Horn during which he sailed a 32’ sloop

in both Hong Kong’s shadowy background and

against the wind. Mr Kretschmer argued that being

international foreground.

to by Professor Mathews as
‘a ghetto at the centre of the
world,’ Chungking Mansions is

at sea has taught him the importance of time, and
that time spent sailing, especially deep ocean
sailing, is time well spent.

17 December 2018

Screening of Survival: the Shackleton Story
and Exhibition Tours with Festive Drinks
Members were invited on guided tours of the
Endurance Exhibition showcasing Frank Hurley’s
photographs of the Imperial Trans-Antarctic
Expedition undertaken by the renowned polar
explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton and his crew between
1914-17. The tours were led by Julian Stargardt,
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26 January 2019

Stanley Shea
Field Trip to Dapeng Fortress
Led by experienced guide
Stanley Shea, members
were invited on a field trip
to the Dapeng Fortress, a
key battle-site of the Opium
Wa r s . M e m b e r s t o u r e d
t h e Fo r t r e s s , wh i ch wa s
originally built in 1394 to protect against pirates.
Today, the Fortress serves as an exceptionally wellpreserved example of Ming Dynasty fortification

EVENTS IN 2019
and township. Members also visited a private

13 February 2019

museum showcasing the history of the Fortress, set

locals. Following lunch, members enjoyed a hands-

US Consul General Tong
The United States Links with Hong Kong:
The First 175 Years and Beyond

on session making traditional rice cookies. To

United States Consul

conclude the tour, members could either visit the

General in Hong Kong, Kurt

Dongshan Temple or participate in Chinese paper

Tong, discussed the long

fan making.

and fascinating history of

in a traditional courtyard house. Here, members
enjoyed a traditional Hakka lunch prepared by

the relationship between

27 January 2019

Jackie Chu
Field Trip to Ma On Shan Iron Mine
Members joined on a tour of the Ma On Shan
iron mine to explore the history of the mine
and the geological and geographical conditions
surrounding it. The mine was opened in 1906 and
between 1953 to 1976 was home to thousands of
iron ore miners. Following a decline in the demand

the United States and Hong
Kong. The talk spanned
from the days of clipper ships to the US’s critical
role in Hong Kong’s transformation into a leading
global city. General Consul Tong offered insights
into the 175-year diplomatic history of the US and
Hong Kong and shared his insider perspective on
the US-Hong Kong relationship moving forward.

13 February 2019

for steel in the 1970s, the mine was abandoned.

Field Trip to the Hong Kong Air Cargo
Terminals

31 January and 1 February 2019

Members participated in a

Mike Stewart
The Salvage of the Century

tour of the Hong Kong Air

Mike Stewart, former Clearance Diving Officer

Airport. Hactl is the largest

for the Royal Navy, spoke about his role in

multi-level air cargo

masterminding and leading one of the most

terminal in the world, handling up to 3.5 million

challenging diving operations in history. The record-

tonnes of air cargo every year and over a million

breaking British expedition took place in 1982 to

data transactions per day. On the tour, members

recover 5 tonnes of Russian Gold from the HMS

were able to witness the efficient operations,

Edinburgh, which sank during the Arctic convoys of

unique facilities and innovative technologies that

WWII. Mr Stewart recalled the harsh conditions he

keep the operations at Hactl running.

Cargo Terminals (Hactl) at
Hong Kong International

and his divers faced during the expedition, detailing
his experience working at 800 feet in icy arctic
waters for nearly a year. Mr Stewart’s expedition
remains a world record to this day.

19 February 2019

Field Trip to the Hong Kong International
Airport
RGS-HK took members on an
exciting ‘behind the scenes’
t o u r o f t h e H o n g Ko n g
International Airport (HKIA).
At the time of the visit, the
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HKIA was the 10th busiest airport in the world with

27 February 2019

approximately 60 million annual passengers, and

Paul Mckenzie
Wild Encounters Around the Globe

more than 100 airlines operating flights to over
180 cities across the globe. On the tour, members
explored the airport’s vast terminals and discovered

Multi award-winning

the secrets of its impressive efficiency.

photographer Paul Mckenzie
spoke about his fascinating

24 February 2019

Justine Chambers
Choreography Walk Through Central:
Urban Dance Hike with Local and
International Dancers Through the
Famous Sights of Central from Hollywood
Road to Victoria Harbour
The RGS invited members to participate in a dance
journey through Central, a visual performance
of the natural and man-made verticality of Hong
Kong Island. Along the way, members watched
dance pieces performed by international and local

adventures as a wildlife
photographer and presented
some of his most famous
photographs from around the
globe. His talk not only covered the extraordinary
adventures involved in taking his photos, but also
included his insights on topics of natural history,
conservation and photographic skills.

5 March 2019

Sir Alan Collins
What are the Biggest Geopolitical Issues
Facing the World?

artists which were reflective of their geographical

Senior British diplomat Sir

surroundings and atmosphere. Following the dance

Alan Collins discussed the

journey, members enjoyed a talk by Canadian

world’s greatest geopolitical

dancer Justine Chambers on the connection between

issues of 2019. From

society, dance and geographical space, during a

ongoing issues in the Middle

drinks reception at Café 8 in the Star Ferry Pier.

E a s t , S y r i a a n d I ra n , t o
newer conflicts in Venezuela and South Sudan,

26 February 2019

Dr Ian Singleton
Saving Sumatra’s Orangutans: Asia’s Great
Apes

Sir Alan drew on his 30 years of expertise as an
Ambassador and High Commissioner to shed light
on the world’s current issues. His talk also included
commentary on regional themes such as North
Korea, Taiwan and the South China Sea.

Director of the Sumatran Orangutan Conservation
Programme (SOCP) Dr Ian Singleton discussed
the current threats facing Sumatran orangutans, of
which only 13,500 remain. He explained that the
species have suffered a loss of habitat as humans
continuously clear rainforests in order to convert the
land for palm oil cultivation and build new roads. Dr
Singleton also discussed the orangutan conservation
work of the SOCP, including the reintroduction of
confiscated illegal pets into the wild to form new wild
populations and even some legal successes against
palm oil companies illicitly felling orangutan habitat.
22
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6 March 2019

Alexander Pflaum
Overland: Through the Middle of the
World

EVENTS IN 2019
Accomplished photographer and adventurer

13 March 2019

Alexander Pflaum told the story of his extraordinary

Crossing seven countries, Mr Pflaum detailed

Dr Billy Griffiths
Uncovering Ancient Australia: 65,000
Years of Indigenous History

his passage through the forgotten lands of

In this talk, historian Dr

Karakalpakstan, as he traversed some of the world’s

Billy Griffiths discussed his

highest roads in the Pamir Mountains and crossed

first archaeological dig in

the largest inland body of water, the Caspian Sea.

Au s t r a l i a . H e r e c o u n t e d

Alongside fascinating stories from his expedition,

his amazing finds and how

he shared his extensive collection of photographs

they help to illuminate what

and video footage.

ancient Australia was really like. Dr Griffiths also

four-month, 16,000km drive across Central Asia
from Istanbul all the way to Almaty, Kazakhstan.

reflected on the reassertion of Aboriginal identity

7 March 2019

An Evening on the Silver Shadow
Members were invited to spend an evening

in the second half of the 20th century and the role
of archaeology in transforming national narratives
and sensibilities regarding Aboriginal input on their
land and heritage.

on the Silver Shadow cruise ship overlooking
Victoria Harbour to enjoy a guided tour of the
ship followed by a canape buffet with wine. The

16 March 2019

evening was accompanied by a talk by Dr Roger

Guided Tour to Mai Po

Harris on Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change

Members were invited on

which covered Dr Harris’ experiences working

a guided tour of the Mai Po

with indigenous communities during his expedition

Marshes to explore its unique

cruises.

biodiversity scene. Every year,
Mai Po supports hundreds of

12 March 2019

James Lam
Film Screening: Spitsbergen Retraced: A
Journey Across Time and Ice

thousands of wetland birds as
they complete their spring and autumn migrations.
Members had the opportunity to observe the birds
from floating bird hides as well as other wildlife
while they toured the mangroves.

James Lam presented the documentary film
Spitsbergen Retraced. The film follows four Oxford

20 March 2019

University students, including Mr Lam, as they

Stephen Brusatte
Walking with Dinosaurs: A History of a
Lost World

retrace the footsteps of 4 previous Oxford students
who achieved the astonishing first crossing
of the Island of Spitsbergen nearly a century
earlier in 1923. The film highlighted how the

Celebrity dinosaur

landscape of the High Arctic has changed since

author and TV presenter

1923, comparing photographs from the original

Stephen Brusatte spoke

expedition to those from 2017.

about the lost reign of
the dinosaurs, presenting
the latest theories on dinosaurs and debunking
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some of the most prominent myths that surround

impenetrable Abyssinian highlands. Mr Pilkington

the animals. He also explained how similar

reflected on the expedition and discussed how he

circumstances allowed for both the remarkable

followed their route, partly on foot with a donkey,

success of the dinosaurs and their eventual demise.

sharing candid anecdotes from his own journey
through the challenging lands of the Horn of Africa.

23 March 2019

Stanley Shea
Field Trip to Dapeng Fortress
The RGS was delighted to offer members another

27 March 2019

John Pilkington
Russia and Europe: What’s Next?

field trip to Dapeng Fortress, a 600-year-old walled

John Pilkington

city, led by experienced guide Stanley Shea.

told of his five-

Members also visited a private museum showcasing

month expedition

the history of the Fortress. Following a Hakka lunch

to the borderlands

prepared by locals, members enjoyed a session

of Russia and

making traditional rice cookies and a visit to the

Europe, and

Dongshan Temple or Chinese paper fan making.

the surprising
insights he gained

25 March 2019

Emma Cary
Totally Tandem: 23,000km from Canada
to Chile

along the way. Sharing stories from his journey, Mr
Pilkington discussed the anguish of the Russian,
Caucasus and Ukrainian people regarding their past
and present conflicts and shed light on the practical
steps some of them are taking towards a calmer and
friendlier future.

Emma Cary told the extraordinary story of her
23,000km journey from Canada to Chile on a
tandem bike with her husband. With stunning

30 March 2019

photographs, Ms Cary shared her most memorable

Thomas Bird
Field Trip: Shenzhen – From Ming to
Modernism

experiences from their journey, including an
encounter with a jaguar in Guatemala, and detailed
the challenges involved in travelling such a hilly
and mountainous route.

M e m b e r s
were invited

26 March 2019

John Pilkington
Across Ancient Ethiopia: Retracing a
Victorian Expedition
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to Shenzhen
to grasp the
dramatic growth
of the city from a
fishing village to
a manufacturing

Famous explorer John Pilkington spoke about

hub and then

his extraordinary mission to retrace one of the

to China’s thriving powerhouse. Members toured

most bizarre expeditions of the 19th Century, the

through time as they explored Ming-era architecture

1868 British expedition to Abyssinia. The original

in the Tianhou Temple and the Nantou Ancient City,

expedition took place to rescue European hostages

to the site of the first factories in Shekou, to the

who had been held captive by the Emperor from the

116th floor of the modernist Ping An Finance Centre.

SCHOOLS OUTREACH 2019
RGS-HK runs a Schools Outreach Programme, through which it hosts educational events for local and
international schools across Hong Kong. During the 2018-19 academic year, RGS-HK held 35 such events
and reached over 5,600 pupils, giving students the opportunity to learn from speakers within the Society’s
main programme.
Over the course of the year, the Schools Outreach Programme gave students the opportunity to meet and
hear from speakers of various geographical backgrounds, ranging from environmentalists to explorers,
distinguished academic geographers to adventurers. These speakers engaged pupils with inspiring stories
about their captivating experiences.
Schools benefitting:
Canadian International School
Diocesan Boys’ School
Discovery College
Harrow International School
HK True Light College
HKTA Tang Hin Memorial Secondary School
Kellett International School
Kennedy School
Kwok Tak Seng Catholic Secondary School
Maryknoll Fathers’ School
North Point Methodist Primary School
PLK Choi Kai Yau School
Renaissance College
Sai Kung Central Lee Siu Yam Memorial School
San Wui Commercial Society YMCA of Hong Kong
Christian School
Sing Yin College
SKH Chan Young Secondary School
South Island School
St Mark’s School
St Rose of Lima’s College
St Stephen’s Girls College
Tack Ching Girls’ Secondary School
Victoria Shanghai Academy
West Island School
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LONDON NEWS
MEDALS AND AWARDS CEREMONY
2019

including leading researchers,

Since 1831, The Royal Geographical Society’s

80% of items in the collections

annual medals and awards have been recognising
outstanding achievements in geography. 2019 was
no exception, with 21 different people recognised
for their excellence in geographical research,
fieldwork and teaching, art and public engagement.
In 2019, the two Royal Medals were awarded to
Dame Fiona Reynolds and Professor Trevor Barnes.
Her Majesty The Queen approves the awarding of
two Royal Medals every year and they are among
the highest international accolades awarded for
the encouragement and promotion of geography,
science and discovery.
Th e 2 0 1 9 Pa t r o n ’s M e d a l wa s awa r d e d t o
Dame Fiona Reynolds for her contribution to
environmental protection, conservation and
the preservation of the British landscape. Dame
Fiona has continually shown a commitment to
conservation and the environment, as well as to
facilitate public access to British landscape while
recognising the rights of those who live and work
in these locations. In August 2018, Dame Fiona
Reynolds spoke at RGS-HK about how the heritage
movement was born in the United Kingdom and
shaped a world-wide, growing passion for heritage
protection.
Professor Trevor Barnes was awarded the 2019
Founder’s Medal for sustained excellence and
pioneering developments in the field of economic

are to be scanned and
c o n s e r v e d . Th i s i n c l u d e s
artefacts, books and pamphlets,
maps and atlases, manuscripts,
photographs and artworks, journals, expedition
reports and films. This is the latest initiative to make
the collections more accessible to a wider audience
to support teaching and learning, as well as for
Fellows and members. This digitisation partnership
is part of an 18 year relationship the RGS has
with Wiley, a multinational publishing company,
including an extensive publishing programme for
books and journals.

CAPTAIN JOHN NOEL ARCHIVE
Th e R o y a l G e o g r a p h i c a l
Society was honoured to have
been selected to permanently
house the Captain John Noel
archive. Captain John Noel was
a mountaineer and filmmaker
who was a Fellow and spoke about his travels in
the Himalayas to the Royal Geographical Society.
The new additions pertain to Noel’s work as a
photographer and filmmaker, including artefacts,
lantern slides and maps, and his well-known 1924
film The Epic of Everest.

VISITING RGS LONDON
If a member of RGS-HK is in London for a visit,

Geography at the University of British Columbia.

they are welcome to attend monday night lectures,

Professor Barnes has made great contributions

which is a popular series featuring renowned

to the regeneration of economic geography and

speakers, and any other member events as a guest

published significant work on the history of

by emailing events@rgs.org in advance. Members'

geography in the US, UK and Germany.

discounted ticket prices for public events can also

The Royal Geographical Society is delighted to be
working with the Wiley Digital Archives to digitise
several million items in its collections. Having
worked closely with an international advisory board
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and librarians, approximately

geography. He is currently a Professor of Economic

WILEY DIGITISATION PROJECT
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archivists, Fellows, members

be offered by booking tickets over the phone.
Furthermore, as long as proof of membership is
provided, RGS-HK members are able to use the
Members’ Rooms, including the Hong Kong Room,
which was endowed by RGS-HK, and the Foyle
Reading Room.

RGS AROUND THE WORLD
SINGAPORE NEWS

LINKED ORGANISATIONS

The Royal Geographical Society of Singapore

A r o u n d t h e wo r l d , t h e r e a r e o t h e r l i n k e d

relaunched with committee members William

organisations which welcome members of RGS-

Russell and Oliver Worsley bringing together

HK. Please email the relevant organisation in

like-minded adventurers and geographers based

advance.

in Singapore. Since September 2018, they have
hosted monthly events, with over 1,000 attendees.
They have had speakers from the United Kingdom,
Canada, South Africa, New Zealand and Singapore,
with three event partners: The British Club, Straits
Clan and the British High Commission. The branch
is registering as an official non-profit in Singapore.

As one of Canada’s oldest and largest educational,
non-profit organisations, the Royal Canadian
G e o g ra p h i c a l S o c i e t y h o s t s a n e d u c a t i o n
programme, publishes Canadian Geographic
and is Canada's centre for exploration, funding
geographic expeditions from across the country,
and providing grants and scholarships for cutting
edge geographical research.
The Royal Geographical Society of Queensland

@RGS.Singapore

@rgs_sg

holds activities including trips, lectures and a
school geography competition, as well as providing
the forum for special interest groups, bringing
together people who have a focus on specific
geographic topics. Over the last 20 years, RGSQ
has also run interdisciplinary research projects
to environmentally significant, but difficult to
access, parts of Queensland, resulting in major
publications.
The Royal Geographical Society of South Australia
provides lectures on topical issues, awards for
research and the study of geographical subjects
and field activities. There is also a library which
contains over 25,000 volumes and is one of the
most significant collections of rare geographical
books and manuscripts in Australia.

RGS-HK SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS
The RGS-HK has an active online media presence. If you would like to receive frequent updates about
our events please ‘follow’ our Facebook and Instagram pages.

@RGSHK

@RGS HK Explorers

@rgs_hk
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HONG KONG AWARDS 2019
The Royal Geographical Society - Hong Kong gives
a number of scholarships during the course of each
year. We are delighted to announce the awards
made in 2018-19:

Major Post-graduate Award for Doctoral
Research:
Marine Roger (Newcastle University)

Royal
Geographical
Society
with IBG
Advancing geography
and geographical learning

“Seismic hazard assessment of the Chelungpu

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY –
HONG KONG

fault and its surroundings since the 1999 Chi-Chi

GPO BOX 6681, Hong Kong

earthquake”

Undergraduates or Master’s Degree
Research Awards for Hong Kong
Universities:
Emily Ying Ying Ng
“Marine Water Quality of Victoria Harbour: A
Statistical and Evaluative Study of Water Quality
Parameters”
Tammy Tsz Kwan Chan
“A Statistical and Evaluative Study of Water Quality
Parameters and Future Projections in Tuen Mun
River”
Huang Wai Tim

Tel: 2583 9700
Fax: 2140 6000
E-mail: info@rgshk.org.hk
Website: www.rgshk.org.hk
Chairman
JAMES RILEY
Director
RUPERT McCOWAN
Authors & Editors
CHARLOTTE GRIFFIN
GEORGE MEDD
MICHELLE FIRTH
Production
POLLY YU PRODUCTION LIMITED

“Climatic Influence on Water Quality – A Statistical
and Evaluative Study of Water Quality Parameters
and Future Projections in Lam Tsuen River”
Chan Ka Man
“How well can small urban green spaces in Hong
Kong support avian communities?”
Yuen Hay Ching
“Examining the Human-Stray Cattle conflict in
Hong Kong”

An award was also made to:
Geographical, Geological & Archaeological
Society, Hong Kong University Student Union, to
support their activities

28

The Globe • 2019

This report is the Annual Review of
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